Search & Training Time/Expense

How much time & money will you need to invest to be a dog handler in New England K-9 SAR?
As you consider whether you can do this work you will need to invest time and vehicle expense to train and search. Here is a very rough estimate of these expenses:

Total drive time to searches (2010) calculated from south central NH: 

[if the mileage is followed by an x, it means we returned to that search that many times]

Burlington, VT - 380 miles x 3= 1140 miles – drive time 21 hrs.
Raymond, NH – 60 miles x 3= 180 miles – drive time 6.5 hrs. 

Lyme, NH – 220 miles x 2 = 660 miles - drive time 7 hrs.
Rumney, NH - 140 miles - 3.5 hrs.
Franconia, NH - 200 miles- 4.5 hrs 

Jericho, VT - 374 miles – 7 hrs.
Rutland, VT - 290 miles x 2 = 580 miles – 18.5 hrs.
Alexandria, NH - 120 miles- 3.5 hrs.
Norwich, VT - 210 miles – 5.75 hrs.
Londonderry, NH -100 miles - 2 hrs.
Haverhill, NH – 192 miles – 5 hrs.
Effingham, NH - 72 miles – 1.75 hrs.
Loudon, NH - 68 miles – 1.30 hrs.
Cuttingsville,VT - 300 miles – 6 hrs.
Proctorsville, VT - 268 miles – 5 hrs.
Westford, VT - 390 miles – 7 hrs.
Unity, NH - 170 miles – 5 hrs.
Jaffrey, NH - 172 miles - 4 hrs

Waterville Valley, NH - 156 miles x 8 = 1248 miles - 32 hrs.
Hudson, NH - 118 miles – 2 hrs. 40 mins.
Temple, NH - 152 miles – 3 hrs.
Richmond, NH - 208 miles – 4 hrs. 40 mins.
Plainfield, NH - 212 miles – 4 hrs 20 mins

Killington, VT – 262 miles – 5.5 hrs.
______________________________________

Total drive time:= 68.5 hrs. 

Total miles: = 7304 miles

Search Time in the field can vary. A couple of examples are:

Waterville Valley – each time we searched (x 8) one handler from southern NH was gone an average of 12 hrs. (this includes drive time). 

Search in Calais VT – the search call came in at 12:40 AM. The last team arrived home at 4:30 pm = 15 hrs 50 mins including drive time.
Training time:

For training, as a minimum, you will need to calculate attending one weekly small group training closest to your home (either Randolph VT or Hillsborough NH) and once a month unit training (various locations) .Plus your own personal training multiple times during the week.
Training travel distance:

Weekly training average — 100 miles (5 hours including driving time)
Unit training Average -- 240 miles (all day)
