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Body found of kayaker who capsized on West River in southern 
Vermont 
 
April 19, 2008  

By Susan Smallheer Rutland Herald 
JAMAICA — Friends of a missing 24-year-old Wardsboro kayaker discovered his body 
around noon Friday, ending a search that started Thursday, hours after he was seen being 
carried away down the swollen West River. 
 
David Holcomb's body was found about half a mile south of West Townshend village, just 
off Old Route 30, according to Vermont State Police Detective Lt. Kraig LaPorte, who was 
helping to coordinate more than 80 searchers Friday morning. 
 
LaPorte said that friends and family of Holcomb were searching for him as were police 
Friday and were the first to find his body, about two miles downstream from the Volunteer 
Bridge on Route 100. 
 
"It's difficult for people to stay at bay," said the detective, who said that police preferred 
that under such dangerous conditions the search would be left to professionals. 
 
Holcomb and a friend, Matt St. Peter, 27, had put their kayaks into the West River 
Thursday afternoon shortly after 3 p.m. at the Jamaica State Park, a popular site for the 
whitewater kayakers who traditionally flock to the river at this time of year. 
 
LaPorte said that Holcomb and St. Peter had brought personal floatation devices with them 
in their kayaks, but hadn't put them on. Holcomb could swim, he said, and had some 
experience in a kayak on flat water, but he had "very limited" experience with whitewater 
kayaking. 
 
Holcomb and St. Peter only made it about a mile down the West River before St. Peter got 
caught in debris in the river and abandoned his kayak, LaPorte said. St. Peter, who was 
behind Holcomb in the river, saw his friend out of his kayak, going down the river, but he 
didn't see what caused him to leave his kayak. St. Peter was able to get to shore, LaPorte 
said, and went for help. 
 
The police detective said that Holcomb's body was found approximately four miles 
downstream from where he and St. Peter put in their kayaks, and about two miles from 
where searchers found his kayak on Thursday. 
 
State police, aided by several organizations, had searched for Holcomb on Thursday 
afternoon and evening, but had suspended their search when darkness fell, and resumed 
Friday morning. 
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